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fatal ailments involving the brain in childhood, whose cause
is commonly overshadowed by a general condemnation of
the constitutional type. ___

CONTAGIOUSNESS OF LEPROSY.

TnB result of the recent agitation in Philadelphia with
regard to the presence of some lepers in the city has been 
the passing of the following resolutions by the Pennsylvania
State Board of Health :&mdash;"That this Board endorses the
recent action of the Board of Health of the City of Phila-
delphia in promptly isolating two individuals afilicted with
leprosy. That it is irrational to suppose that transportation
to America will deprive this disease of its infectious
character; and therefore that it be placed upon the list of
communicable diseases dangerous to the public health in
the Model Ordinance for the better preservation of the
Public Health in cities and boroughs of Pennsylvania’; and,
further, that all boards of health, sanitary committees, and
borough councils throughout this State be enjoined to class
it among the diseases required by law to be reported to the
sanitary authorities." Recent communications to the daily
press in this country warn us that in the future an outcry
may be raised for the adoption of similar severe measures
towards the numerous unfortunate lepers who come to this
country. Allowing that leprosy is contagious, like syphilis,
it is certainly only so under very limited conditions in this
country. The number of lepers coming under observation
in England during the last twenty years has been probably
considerably over one hundred, and no instance of contagion
from them is on record. 

___

ALLEGATIONS AGAINST HOSPITALS.

WE regret to notice a tendency amongst certain sections
of the press of the present day to bring serious and unfair
charges against hospitals or hospital oificials. Not only are
these charges brought forward, but there is full prominence
given to them in order that there shall be no doubt as to
their being brought to the notice of a large section of the
public. Doubtless this is done in good faith, under the
impression that the interest of the public is being served
by such publication. But is this so? We do not think

it is. To make allegations against hospitals without
sufficient reason for so doing, in some instances after a
coroner’s jury has exonerated them from blame, i& directly
the cause, in most instances, of diminished subscriptions
to the hospital named, and a proportionate loss of its

power to do good. This does not apply to the Royal
hospitals, for their income is, to a large extent, independent
of public favour; but even here harm is done. The
medical man under whose care the particular patient may
have been placed is caused great annoyance and damage to
reputation by the bringing forward of charges unnecessarily,
to which he is prevented from replying by those in authority
at his hospital, or by his own consciousness that any discus-
sion of the affair in the public press would be productive
of further injury to the hospital which he represents.

LEEDS VACCINATION RETURNS.

THE Leeds guardians have, as we anticipated last week,
decided that the proper method by which to remunerate vac-
cination officers is by fee for each certificate registered, and
not by salary. Their experience as to forged certificates is so
exceptional that it should not form a ground for altering a
system which has been proved to woik efficiently; and, as
the Local Government Board has pointed out to them, any
attempt at dishonest manipulation of the returns ought to 
be deducted by a vaccination committee appointed to super-
vise the details of the work. In such a populous district
as Leeds the need for such a committee is manifest.

TISSUE METABOLISM.

THE elimination of carbon, chiefly as carbonic acid, is
subject to interesting variations under the influence of
different kinds of circumstances. In one series of experi-
ments made by MM. Richet and Ilanriot, 268 grammes
of carbon being employed, they found that 208 were

discharged from the lungs, 6 by the kidneys as urea, and 30
with the faeces. There remained 25 grammes of carbon as
the representative of the difference between the quantity
ingested and the quantity eliminated. This figure cor-

responded exactly with the augmentation of the body
weight-300 grammes a day,-for it is known that for every
300 grammes of solid tissue are found 25 of carbon and 250
of water. An analysis of the gases of respiration during
fasting and during rest shows that the centesimal proportion
of oxygen absorbed and carbonic acid rejected is almost
exactly the same. It may be concluded that respiration is
regulated automatically by the proportions of carbonic acid
required for elimination or of oxygen for absorption. During
digestion the carbonic acid eliminated augments a little
more than the oxygen absorbed, and diffusion increases
equally. -

SIR HENRY ACLAND.

Srn HENRY ACLAND, the late genial President of the
Medical Council, has for some time past been suffering from
serious impairment of vision and pain in the left eye, sym-
ptoms which culminated on Wednesday last in an attack of
reemorrhagic glaucoma, rendering the removal of the eye
necessary. He underwent the operation, which was per-
formed by Mr. Henry Power, with great fortitude. Weare
sure our readers will sympathise with Sir Henry Acland in
his ailliction, and we trust that he will soon recover from the
serious operation he has undergone. The following bulletin
was issued :-

" Sir Henry Acland has had an attack of h&aelig;moorragic
glaucoma of the left eye, causing such severe pain that its
removal was found to be necessary. He is going on well.

" HENRY POWER.
RODBUT W. DOYNE,.

ED. B. GnAY, M.D.
THEODORE ACLAND, M.D."

DESTRUCTION OF SEWER AIR.

AT a recent meeting of the Society of Medical Officers of
Health, Dr. John T. ltowland, health officer for Richmond,
gave an account of Keeling’s apparatus, which has for its
object the passing of air from sewers through gas furnaces
Our attention is now directed to the patent Cupola Sanitary
Lamp, or "sewer-gas destructor." In its action it is

somewhat similar to that of Keeling’s apparatus; iG

may be used as an ordinary street lamp, the flame

creating a partial vacuum, causing the air to rush from
the sewer into the lamp. The internal appliances are
of copper, which is maintained at a temperature of 400&deg;;
living organisms coming in contact with this are necessarily
destroyed. It is stated that the illuminating power of the
lamp with an ordinary gas jet is nearly double that of the
common street lamp. Whatever use may be found for

apparatus of this kind, it may be hoped that local autho-
rities will not accept it in substitution for the reconstruction
of faulty sewers. 

- 

THE LUNACY BILL.

THE Lunacy Bill, introduced into the House of Lords by
the Lord Chancellor on the 2nd inst. and read a first time,
is, as his lordship observed, practically the same measure as
that which has been passed three times in the Upper House.
Meanwhile, attention may be directed to the comments we
made on the Bill in our impression of Feb. 12th last year.


